Tasmania’s west coast can be brutal at

times and awesome at others. Add a mix

of rock, miles of beaches with quicksand

and mud and you have an adventur‘e you
w0 o talk abou fon yeahs




River crossings where the fresh water meets the salt water required patience and timing to
avoid strong tidal flows

been relieved of duty by two new, faster, better-equipped boats. These
boats — Spirit of Tasmania | and Spirit of Tasmania Il — are now running
to a new and improved timetable.
| There are many horror stories going around about seasickness. On the
Spirit, though, there was no such feeling. There’s plenty to occupy
passengers, such as pokies, music and sport on screens in the lounge,
plus a variety of bars and restaurants in which to enjoy a meal.
The museum cum info centre cum tourist shop was worth spending E
| time in. It traces the history of Tassie with video displays and 3D models.
B Also, there was a bucket load of information on the rest of Australia.
4 There is a range of accommodation from cabins for singles and
4 families, to backpacker accommodation and sleeper chairs. The new
i Spirit ships will be faster and more Iuxurious according to TT-Line.




West Coast Tasmania
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Getting There: You can take your fourby to Tassie from Melbourne on the
new Spirits of Tasmania. Bookings are made through TT-Line, which
operates both vessels.
Attractions: Beach driving with four-wheel drives or motorbikes (vehicles
must be registered), fishing, bushwalking, photography, snorkelling, horse
riding, canoeing, diving and bird watching.
Camping: Camping is in designated areas only; all fires must be in the
fireplaces provided and you must bring your own firewood. All rubbish must
be taken out with you. Refer to the camping guides for more info.
Permits and Restrictions: Camping and driving permits are required. A
fishing licence is required. These can be obtained from the ranger station
at Arthur River.
Fuel and Supplies: Marrawah, Strahan and Zeehan have fuel, supplies and
a range of accommodation services available. Redpa has fuel and basic
supplies. ;
Contacts: TT-Line reservations and general enquires — Ph: 13 20 10

TT-Line accommodation packages — Ph: 1800 811 580

TT-Line website: www.t-line.com.au

Parks Office Arthur River — Ph: (03) 6457 1225

Parks & Wildlife Service, Hobart — Ph: (03) 6336 5312

Tassie Tourism — Ph: (03) 6230 8233 or www.tourism.tas.gov.au

Arthur River Canoe Hire — Ph: (03) 6457 1312

Arthur River Cruises — Ph: (03) 6457 1158

Strahan BP Service Station — Ph: (03) 6471 7218

Strahan Visitor Centre — Ph: (03) 6471 7622
Maps Used: We used a range of maps to cover this area. 7asmania North
West 1:250,000 put out by the Tasmanian Government; Nelson Bay
1:100,000 topographic map; A Camping Guide to Tasmania by Boiling Billy
Publications; The Visitors Guide to Tasmania supplied by Tassie tourism;

| and Explore Tasmania from Penguin.

We used 4WD Tracks in Tasmania by Chris Boden as a main source of trek
information. Boden’s book is a must for anyone travelling this area. He has
detailed trek notes, warnings and history on the whole of Tassie, but it was
most valuable for the west-coast run. For those with time, there’s a hell of
a lot more to do in the areas we visited and it's all in his book. It costs
$34.95 and can be obtained by sending a cheque to Roving Tasmania, PO
Box 30, Rosny Park, TAS 7018. Alternatively, you can order by Ph/Fax: (03)
6244 2491.

These maps and books are available from all good map shops including
Melbourne Map Centre (Ph: (03) 9569 5472), or from the respective
publishers. Tassie Tourism also has loads of info on these areas. -

AUSTRALIAN awWD MONTHLY 215



There are rocky sections out in the open that will test
most people, plus a stretch that goes through thick rain-
forest-type bush that leads up to a plateau. From here, you
walk for a kilometre or so to the lake. It’s an easy walk and
well worth the effort.

Back at Trial Harbour (itself a delight to explore), it was
time to air down again before hitting the beach and the run
to Strahan. There are several tidal river crossings along this
stretch, so waiting for tidal currents to be just right before
tackling them in twos and threes is a must.
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The motley crew of Devonport
4WD Club on the Henty Sand
Dunes near Strahan

Sunset on the Henty Sand Dunes was quite a relaxing experience without crowds

Hitting Strahan late in the afternoon, it was time to explore
this picturesque town. There are full amenities here with
plenty of accommodation from B&Bs to bush camping areas.
As a large group, we camped out near the Henty Sand Dunes,
a spectacular set of dunes not far from Strahan. After playing
on the dunes the next morning, it was off to Devonport and
onto the Spirit of Tasmania back to Melbourne.

If you’re after a bit of hard-core Tassie action
combined with magnificent scenery and views, this area

is highly recommended. oy



